Sample Letter to the Manager of a Target Store

This is a sample letter is important because it alerts executives at Target about your concern about PVC. Put the letter in your own words, and give it to the store manager during your demonstration so that they have no doubts about your concerns and what you want them to do.

October 11, 2006


Target




Target – Springfield

4575 W 11th Ave


2750 Gateway St

Eugene, Oregon 97402

Springfield, Oregon 97477
Dear Manager,

We, members of Oregon Toxics Alliance, are here today because of our serious concern about the use of polyvinyl chloride (PVC) plastic, in Target products and packaging. We are here as part of a National Day of Action in coalition with concerned citizens across the country, and are calling on Target to develop a plan and timeframe to phase out PVC in products and packaging.  
PVC plastic is used in shower curtains, packaging, children’s toys, and other products sold at Target.  The production of these products poses serious environmental health threats, requiring the use of dangerous carcinogens such as vinyl chloride.  U.S. communities surrounding PVC chemical facilities, half of which are in Louisiana, suffer from groundwater and air pollution.  When produced or burned, PVC plastic releases dioxins, a group of extremely toxic chemicals, which can cause cancer and harm the immune and reproductive system.  PVC is useless without the addition of a plethora of toxic additives, which are released during use and disposal, resulting in elevated human exposures to dangerous chemicals.  For instance the familiar new vinyl shower curtain smell is the smell of toxic chemicals offgassing. PVC is very difficult to recycle and can contaminate the recycling batch of other plastics.  

The good news is that safe, cost-effective alternatives are available for PVC products and packaging sold by Target.  Unfortunately Target is lagging behind other companies and competitors phasing out PVC.  Wal-Mart has committed to phase out private label PVC packaging in two years and recently announced plans to stop selling PVC lined lunchboxes.  Other companies phasing out PVC include Nike, Microsoft, Ikea, H&M, and Johnson and Johnson. 

While we understand that the decision to sell products made out of or packaged in PVC is not yours, we urge you to use the influence you have as manager to bring this issue to your regional manager and Target’s corporate headquarters.  Thank you for your attention to this critically important issue.  

Sincerely,

Lisa Arkin, Executive Director
Oregon Toxics Alliance
